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VOLUME 63, No. 9 PRAIRIE  VIEW,  TEXAS MAY, 1977 
\Spring Commencement Exercises Held May 1 
COMMENCEMENT — Speakers and special platform guests 
at the May commencement exercises included, from left: Dr. A. I. 
Thomas, president; Representative Senfronia Thompson of 
Houston; Texas A&M University regent Dr. John Coleman; Texas 
House Speaker, Representative Bill Clayton; and Representative Bill 
Keese of Somerville. 
College of Home Economics 
Receives Full Accreditation 
Dean Flossie M. Byrd has announced that on April 21, 1977 the 
College of Home Economics was voted full Accreditation by the 
Council of Professional Development, American Home Economics 
Association. This notification concludes the chain of events which 
began with the submission of an application in May, 1976. The Site 
Team visit to the Campus was conducted on February 20-23, 1977. 
The College of Home Economics, Prairie View A&M University, 
is the third traditionally Black institution to receive accreditation. 
The two units previously accredited are the Department of Home 
Economics, Tennessee State University, Nashville (1973) and the 
School of Human Ecology, Howard University, Washington, D.C. 
(1975). , 
It is pride in the profession and a dedication to excellence that 
lead the College of Home Economics to seek professional 
accreditation. Home Economics at Prairie View had a proud history 
of meaningful events since its inception in 1908 as "the girl s 
industrial department." The early program included one and two 
years terminal courses in Dressmaking (two years), Cooking (two 
years), and Housemaids (one year). The current program offers 
majors in Child Development and Family Relationships; Clothing 
and Merchandising; Food, Nutrition and Institutional 
Administration; and Home Economics Education. 
A total of $1,688 baccalaureate and 127 Master's degrees will 
have been awarded on May 1. Thirty persons have earned 
baccalaureate degrees and three persons Master's degrees 1976-77. 
Since 1963, 38 graduates have become registered dietitians. A 
thourough follow-up study of all alumni will be conducted as part of 
the Centennial Year activities. 
Announcing 
1977 SUMMER SESSION 
Beginning May 30 Advance Registration Now in Progress 
House Speaker Bill Clayton Sunday urged spring graduates of 
Prairie View A&M University to build a solid future by 
acknowledging America's heritage. 
Clayton, who spoke to more than 700 graduates at spring 
commencement exercises, said, "Here and there scattered across the 
country are the milestones left behind by men and women in their 
own search to find America." 
"As you set out to find yourself and America, I suggest that you 
not reject the proud heritage which is yours. We must learn the 
lessons taught by experience-preserving the independence of the 
youthful spirit and the continuing values of the past, for every future 
is shaped by the past," he said. 
State Rep. Senfronia Thompson of Houston introduced 
Speaker Clyaton whose address featured the program attended by 
one of the largest crowds in Prairie View history. President A. I. 
Thomas was joined by the speaker in congratulating the graudates 
and awarding diplomas and awards. 
A total of 28 graduates received commissions in the United 
States Army, Navy and Marines. 
Houston Sophomore Wins Title 
Twenty-year-old Tamara Rene Wiley of Houston has been 
crowned the 44th Miss Prairie View A&M and will advance to the 
Miss Texas competition this summer. 
Wiley, a sophomore mass communications major, received the 
crown from President A. I. Thomas and the reigning titleholder, 
Shelly Townsend. Miss Prairie View serves as representative of the 
university at offiical and social functions both on-campus and 
around the state. 
First runner-up in the contest was Gwylen Wright, junior 
political sicence major from Houston, and second runner-up was 
Gwendolyn Hauntz, sophomore business management major from 
Dallas. Miss Congeniality title went to Ora Raynell Joseph, a 
sophomore business education student from Galveston. 
PAGEANT WINNER — Tamera Wiley of Houston receives Miss 
PV crown from President A. I. Thomas. 
A L U M N I  N E W S  Awards Highlight All-Sports Banquet 
National Convention 
Scheduled July 8-10 
The Third National Convention of the 
Prairie View A&M University Alumni 
Association will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency in Houston, Texas on July 8-10, 
1977. The Convention is to be sponsored 
by the Class of 1957. 
The opening session will begin at 10:00 
a.m. on Friday, July 8th. The keynote 
speaker is to be Major General Julius W. 
Becton, Jr. General Becton is currently 
serving as Commander of the US Army 
Operational Test and Evaluation Agency at 
Falls Church, Virginia. 
A general session is scheduled at 2:00 
p.m. and Dr. John B. Coleman will be the 
guest speaker. Dr. Coleman is a member of 
the Texas A&M University System Board 
of Regents. Following his remarks there is 
to be a discussion of student recruitment 
and scholarships. 
A cocktail party is scheduled at 7:00 p.m. 
during which time Mayor Fred Hofheinz of 
New York PV Alumni 
Set 3rd Dinner Dance 
The Prairie View Alumni Association of 
Metropolitan New York is presenting its 
Third Annual President's Dinner-Dance on 
Saturday, May 21 at the Astorian Manor, 
25-22 Astoria Blvd., Astoria, Queens, New 
York. 
According to Alton E. Simpson, 
corresponding secretary, reservations 
should be made with Mrs. Elizabeth Smith 
at 40 West 135 Street in Manhattan. A 
$25.00 donation per person is requested. 
Other contacts include Robert Simpson, 
Barbara Williams and Billye Miller in 
Brooklyn; Elizabeth Smith, Glen White 
and Alton Simpson — Manhattan; Bobby 
L. Baldwin — New Jersey; and Oliva Hollis 
— Long Island. 
Joe Mitchell, star centerfielder on the 
Panther NAIA district 8 Zone Champion 
baseball team and All American linebacker 
Ronald "T" Thompson, of the Panther 
football team were award winners at the 
26th annual Prairie View All Sports 
Banquet held Tuesday, April 26, in Alumni 
Hall on the campus. 
Over 25 awards were presented to 
Panther athletes in football, baseball 
women and men basketball, golf, tennis 
and men and women track. 
Fredrick Newhouse, a 1970 graduate of 
Prairie View and a gold and silver medal 
winner in the 1976 summer Olympic was the 
featured speaker at the affair. 
President A. L Thomas of Prairie View 
Houston and Councilman Judson W. 
Robinson, Jr. will make brief remarks in 
extending greetings to the delegates, 
members and guests. 
The group will travel to Prairie View 
where they will receive a briefing from 
President A. I. Thomas. Alumnus Nolan 
Ward, chairman of the Texas Employment 
Commission will address the group and a 
guided tour of the campus will be 
conducted by Mrs. Pauline Bonner. 
A Dinner-Dance is set for Saturday 
evening and the closing session is Sunday, 
July 10 at 10:00 a.m. 
Joe Mitchell 
Star Center Fielder 
Ronald T. Thompson 
All American 
Linebacker 
presented Joe Mitchell with the' President's 
Award which goes annually to the senior 
student athlete with the highest academic 
award. 
Ron Thompson, was presented the Dr. I. 
T. (Ted) Hunder memorial award to the 
student athlete chosen as the athlete of the 
year. Vice President George Ragland, a 
longtime friend of Mrs. I. T. Hunter and 
her late husband, presented the Hunter 
award to Thompson. 
OLYMPIC STAR — Fred Newhouse is 
pictured addressing Panther athletes during 
annual Athletic Banquet. 
